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tHE QUEEN'S LONG REIGN. 

TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 

MADAME, „„/>asion of your Diamond Jubilee, we are writing 

„„ N ”*' all .he good you have done in your re i g ‘ 
an address, to ti J the woun ded soldiers and people in trouble. 

You have always b everybody, and always tried to be peaceful 

Too onf so “h« England might always be .he most powerful 
"nln.rv in the world; and this year to help the famine in India you have 
c0 " ooo You have always encouraged Christianity, and tried to do 
right!’ everything, and when you were a little girl you said, “1 will be 
ltd ” and you have always kept your promise. You always used to visit 
The hospitals in London, and speak to the sick. You helped a great deal 
in the Exhibition which Prince Albert instituted to try and unite all nations, 
and which, though it did not quite succeed, did a great deal towards it. 
We all wish you may live many years longer. 

From all your devoted and loyal little subjects, 

The Children of England. 

( Jasper Nicholas Ridley .) 


BOOKS. 

On the Use of Science to Christians , by E. M. Caillard (Nisbet & Co 
,/.). ‘‘The order in which we live is spiritual, and we who live in it am 
spiritual beings. With this as her key-note, Miss Caillard addresses 
herself and, we think, with singular power and success, to the discussion 
of some half-dozen of the deepest problems of the age in a little book 
to be carried in the pocket. Believing that the reconciliation of science 
and religion was not only possible but necessary to the completeness 
of both, she felt that her first preparation for work in this field should 
be a thorough scientific training— such laboratory work, etc., as the first 
scientific men recognise as a qualification. To this she adds philosophic 
training, wide reading and spiritual insight. She has made the subject 
so thoroughly her own, that she is able to reduce her thoughts to a form 
“brief enough and simple enough to be welcome to many” who have 
no leisure for a more profound study of questions which they feel to be 
of vital interest. We believe that every father and mother would find 
themselves better able to help their young people with regard to the 
anxious and searching questions of the hour if they made a thorough 
study of this most valuable little book. “Science and the Spiritual”; 
“Science and the mystery of Evil”; “Science and Immortality ”; “Science 
and the Scriptures”; “Science and Prayet” are the burning questions 
which Miss Caillard discusses with singular lucidity, reverence and power. 

Ancient Classics Edited for English Readers (Blackwood & Sons, i/-): 

Homer : (i) The Iliad; (2) The Odessey, by W. Lucas Collins. This 
series of Ancient Classics for English readers, in handy, cheap, well got-up 
little books, is a great gain to the unlettered public Mr. Lucas Collins 
has done his work extremely well. lhe story goes easily and pleasantl), 
and the translations in verse, apparently from various sources, are often 
extremely beautiful. Mr. Collins has one fault, which is trying to the 
reader who wishes to let himself go and live while he reads in the 
atmosphere of Homeric thought — that is, that he is not allowed to do this 
in these otherwise charming little books. We are constantly brought face 
to face with nineteenth century standards, as when, for example, the 
proprietry of Nausicaa’s behaviour is defended ; but the little book.-, are 
so good that it is a pity to dwell on the faults. 1 hey would afford capita 

reading for the “ children’s hour.” 

(3) Herodotus, by G. C. Swayne, M.A., is a delightful volume of the 
same series. Mr. Swayne knows how to keep the easy gossiping sty e an 
the interest as of an event of the hour, which characterise the at er 
history. M The story of the battle of Marathon is vividly told. Ihe ta 
of Croesus and the Delphic Oracle is of the kind to delight an) cn 
Swayne characterises the history of Herodotus as a great P rose j ' 

he contrives to put it into English without reducing it to t ie eve ’ 

fiat and unprofitable text-book. We could have done wit iou anotller 

to English history in the text, but that is a trii ing „ 

little volume which will afford delightful reading for the chi 1 

(4) The Commentaries of Ccesar, by A. Trollope. Mr. Trollope s intro 
duction affords a very interesting and instructive appreciation o gre 


books. 


Ctcsar. 


• Dean Merivale’s estimate, that Caius Julias Cmsar 
He j ust,fie *_ history . Not even Mr. Trollope’s use of the historic 


is the greatest name in » of the Commentaries precisely inter- 

P reSCnt Thfdienified march of the original prose suits the subject and 
esting. Ine d '£ nl h nana tive is too rapid for an English medium, 

carries rC f e ;,“ h i, a. the cost of some loss of dignity, 

and fannhar Eng dore Martin “ No writer of antiquity has taken 

(5) Horace y moder n mind than Horace. The causes of this 

a stronger liol P may be specially quoted: his broad human 

are “SI 0 his vigorous common sense, and his consummate mastery of 
sympathies^ 8 heart y tbanks t0 sir Theodore Martin, from whose 

expression ^ above sentence, for a very charming little book 

which really enables the English reader to enter into the spirit of the Latin 
poeT, whether by means of spirited translation or through the valuable 
criticisms and appreciations of the author. 

Looking Upward, by James Addeiley (Gardner, Darton & Co., 3/6). This 
is a book for all thoughtful persons to read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest Mr. Adderley, who dedicates his work to Canon Scott-Holland, 
would probably allow us to describe it as a summary of the aims and 
principles of the Christian Social Union. The problems discussed might 
be roughly summed up under the head of— how far and by what means 
should V actical Christianity be made remedial for the evil effects of 
ignorance, poverty and vice which disgrace our so-called Christian country. 
To quote Mr. Adderley’s preface: — ‘‘The main message of the book is 
addressed 10 those who are alarmed, both for their own sakes and for the 
sake of their fellow-men, at the increasing seriousness of what is called 
the Social Problem.” It bids all such seek for guidance from “ Him who 
is the Way, the Truth and the Life and the Fountain of Grace, Jesus 

Christ, God and Man I venture to think that the great need at 

the present crisis is to go back to first principles and to get a secure 
foundation on which to build new things.” 

Minstrel Dick , by Miss Christabel Coleridge (Gardner. Darton & Co., 
3 6) We have not for many a day met with so refreshing and charming 
a tale as Minstrel Dick . Dick, the little hero, is an Knglish boy ot 
gallantry and breeding whom we first meet with in the train of a tumbler, 
and who goes through many adventures which test his pluck and fealty ; he 
is landed at last in no great estate, but keeps the steady good fellowship 
of the reader all the time. Moreover, he comes into contact with great 
people, the Black Prince himself, and “ the stately and beautiful princess,” 
& reat church dignitaries, and much of the life and stir of that most 
stirring fourteenth century, in the ways of which we are at home by the 
time we wish farewell to Minstrel Dick, with hearty goodwill and a 
p easant sense of gratitude for his cheery company. Messrs. Gardner, 

, . °‘ ^ aVu done justice to Miss Coleridge’s graceful writing; 

.he v° r e ,s «ell go, up and the il]„, lratio „ s are c L m ing. 

(Gardnpr n fl T » Companions; and Undine, by De la Motte Fouque 
narto Tlr T * C °- 6/ ’)- We are indebted to Messrs. Gardner, 
0 f us u a ° r 1 us delightful edition of old friends upon which many 

grown up. These two tales of De la Motte Fouque are more 
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or less inwrought in the background of the thought of educated persons, 
and every child should read them . After the Pilgrim's Progress, perhaps 
Sintram is the best presentation we have of the spiritual warfare j and is 
all the more impressive because it takes not so much the form of an 
allegory as of a tale of knightly romance. Some of the illustrations are 
admirable, best of all, of course, Albrecht Diirer’s Knight, Death and 
Satan. A few of the pictures are too modern in feeling and have too 
little weirdness to be presented in company with this masterpiece. 

Better than Toys for Girls and Boys (Gardner, Darton & Co., 1/.). A 
quite charming picture book for children, with one page coloured and one 
uncoloured, and the advice— “T. Pym ‘At Home,’ within, please bring 
your paints or chalks.” The figures are drawn with great spirit and with 
a sense of true childish charm. Kissing goes by Favour, and Many 
Hands make Light Work, and Sing a Song of Sun -flowers are perhaps 
the most delightful pages. It would be interesting to count up how many 
distinct characters the artist has contrived to catch. 

Nonsense, by A. Nobody (Gardner, Darton & Co., 2/-), is another capital 
child’s book, not pretty, but very funny. It has two advantages— the 
colouring is of a kind that children can easily copy, and the verses are 
written in a kind of brush-printing which is just what we want children to 
write and to read. Perhaps mothers will think one or two of the pages a 
little too funny and will cut them out before the book reaches the nursery 

Prince Boohoo and Little Smuts, by the Rev. Harry Jones (Gardner, 
Darton & Co., 6/-), is another nonsense story, with very good print and 
capital illustrations. Cne perceives that the author has read l he Lilt- 
putians and Alice in Wonderland and some other old friends, but that 
is no matter when he succeeds in giving us a funny story with many 
permutations and combinations 

In the Dragon's Mouth, by M. M^cleod (Gardner, Darton & Co., 1/-), is 

a Cornish story of boys’ adventures. 

Left on the Prairie, by N. W. Cox (Gardner, Darton & Co., 2/-) 1 a 
story in which prairie life is made familiar through the adventures of the 

ht The ] Siller Flagon (Gardner, Darton & Co., 1 /-), is a tale of farming life 
and of a farmer s^ons^ and daughters. It is fairly interesting but is not 

V lZ™Pri Z e (Gardner, Darton ft Co., is a story of school-boy 

h \he P Her image of the Ben Beriah, by C. M. Yonge (Macmillan & 
Co. , 6/-). Miss Yonge’s admirers, and their namt *! ye vit fi ity 

to see another book from her pen. 1 , t u row ; n «* it into the 

to the history of the books ot E “^ us a " “"cl.' > tale should be written 

time, it has apparently not seemed pos gt con f e ss that to 

further light on this period of Biblica is ^more literary value than any 

our thinking the original narratives a ptation to modern thought, 

reproduction can have, or any attemp ^ Pilgrimage of 

Still we can well believe that mothers would find that 
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7 . • /, rpnd aloud, would increase their children’s interest i n 
the Ben etta > ^ subject. 

Bible lessons on ^ in Bot any (Newmann & Co., 6 d. a packet). 
A dS kets with about twenty artistic, illustrative drawings in each 


" o '“ ers ' roots ' &c - They 

E ! olailHrpn. 


should be 


very 


useful in teaching children 


If liar Wild Flowers, by F. E. Hulme (in 21 parts, 6 d. a part, 
, & Co ) The illustrations, of which there appear to be about a 
dbzen in each part, are well coloured and drawn. The information is 

P °y- ^he MeV^ntf of Natural Science, Part II., Physiology and Zoology, 
, D r H Wettstein (Newmann & Co., 3/-). Ihis manual, translated 
from the German of Dr. Wettstein, is part of a series of five volumes 
which the pupils of secondary schools in Zurich are expected to go through 
in the several years of their school life. The work is intended as a text- 
book for large classes where the subjects have already been treated of in 
lectures. One feels a sense of want of proportion in the treatment ; for 
example, “Illnesses” are treated of in two pages ; and the Colorado beetle 
enjoys as much space and illustrations as considerable as does the bear : 
but the illustrations are very good, and the book should be useful in schools. 

Education of Girls aiid Women in Great Britain , by C. S. Bremner 
(Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 4/6). Miss Bremner has accomplished a 
most difficult task far more successfully than would have seemed possible 
in a single volume. Her book is divided into two parts — Education in 
England and Wales and Education in Scotland— and under each part 
she treats of elementary, secondary, higher and professional education. 
Her chapter on elementary education is very instructive, and ends with 
a visit to a Board and to a Voluntary School ; and her appreciations 
show a good deal of fairness and insight. She reviews “ High ” schools 
of every kind and degree, and the chief women’s colleges, training 
colleges, examination schemes, etc., are considered in detail. The 
author s observations are shrewd and just, and she concludes by applying 
Fo ^H^th* e( * UCa ^ 0n an e Pi& ram made originally upon Louis the 


II se mettra tard en route 
Mais il y arrivera.” 
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are too difficult for any but ~ Trees at this time of y ear 

attack. Place them at a resDectf^T eX P enenced landscape painters to 
middle distance where the ' fi • . lstance - Some belt of trees in far or 

distinct tone, except where lntncacies resolve themselves into one 

and shows a touch of green & catc h e s the more prominent masses 
immediate foreground choose fi°iH th * S difference °f trees, then for the 
as the beauty of the quantity an( J 1 °J fl ° WerS ’ various or massed, as long 
retire be well observed. ^ Perspective of the blossoms as they 
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lcwc,veu a cnarming gift for the lecture 
r ““; • / r ‘T“ d * wUh "<%”•* of 

Watts Sit Galahad and Asp.tation," both subjects which stir our 
aspirations after that which is best. 

Anyone wishing for a Probationer for the summer holidays should apply 
as soon as possible to the secretary, House of Education F 1 

There will probably be one or two vacancies for three months’ students 
(who do not propose to teach) for the term beginning October ist 

Mothers' Educational 6W.re.-The examination papers will be sent 
out on Saturday, June 5th. 

PARENTS' REVIEW SCHOOL. Examiner’s Report, 1897. 

There is decided improvement all round; the papers of those who have 
regularly and systematically taken the work of the School contrasting 
most markedly with those of the same age who have more recently taken 
up the work. Greatest advance is shown in Dictation, Composition, and 
Arithmetic. 

Bible Lessons have been almost invariably well done, especially in the 
narrative portions. Only one or two pupils, however, grasped the full 
significance of the first question in Class IV. ; and in most cases the 
teaching of Types was imperfectly done. 

English Grammar shews great improvement. There are fewer of 
those glaring errors that showed in previous examinations want of mastery 
of the subject. Now r most are fairly well done. Analysis is perhaps the 
weakest point. 

Literature . — There are several really excellent papers in Class IV., 
which show a very marked advance on last examination, and the evident 
interest of the pupils in the subject. 

Geography. — The papers are very uneven. A few only are excellent, 
and many are very weak. 

Writing.— There is improvement in all classes, and a greater number 
of papers in which the work is excellently written and neatly arranged, 
making the work of examination much easier, and in some cases a pleasure. 

Mathematics.— Euclid is still very weak. There are, however, one or 
two exceptions, and these appear to have mastered the propositions given , 
but in the majority of cases the work is of little value. 

Natural History is almost invariably well done, interest being shown 

in the subject by the pupils. 

Bota ?iy . — The papers reach about the average standard, but there are 
none that attain to the excellence of some of the papers m former 

examinations. , _ . c 

Physiology and Self- Culture.— This subject is taken by only a few, 

and these generally have done well. 

Historical Subjects.- The questions are very fully answer « d and 
generally accurately, but there is a tendency to make general statement 

take the place of definite historical facts. . 

Drawing. — Drawing of Buds and Twigs is very good, scarcel> any 
falling below fair, and a large number attaining excellent. 

N.B.— Examination papers will be returned on receip P — t. 


